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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY 
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I. Basis of the report 

1 . With regard to the elements of the international application (Replacement sheets which have been furnished to 
the receiving Office in response to an invitation under Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally filed" 
and are not annexed to this report since they do not contain amendments (Rules 70, 16 and 70,17)): 
Description, pages: 

1-15 as originally filed 

Claims, No.: 

1-16 as originally filed 

Drawings, sheets: 

1/4-4/4 as originally filed 

2. With regard to the language, all the elements marked above were available or furnished to this Authority in the 
language in which the intemational application was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

These elements were available or furnished to this Authority in the following language: , which is: 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of the international search (under Rule 23.1 (b)). 

□ the language of publication of the international application (under Rule 48.3(b)). 

□ the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international preliminary examination (under Rule 
55.2 and/or 55.3). 

3. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, the 
international preliminary examination was carried out on the basis of the sequence listing: 

□ contained in the international application in written form. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in written form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority in computer readable form. 

□ The statement that the subsequently furnished written sequence listing does not go beyond the disclosure in 
the international application as filed has been furnished. 

□ The statement that the information recorded in computer readable form is identical to the written sequence 
listing has been furnished. 

4. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

□ the description, pages: 

□ the claims, Nos.: 
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□ the drawings, sheets: 

5. □ This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since they have been 
considered to go beyond the disclosure as filed (Rule 70,2(c)): 

(Any replacement sheet containing sucti amendments must be referred to under item 1 and annexed to this 
report.) 



6. Additional observations, if necessary: 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1. Statement 

Novelty (N) Yes: Claims 2-14 

No: Claims 1 

inventive step (IS) Yes: Claims 

No: Claims 1-14 

Industrial applicability (lA) Yes: Claims 1 -1 4 

No: Claims 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



VII. Certain defects in the international application 

The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



VIII. Certain observations on the international application 

The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 
see separate sheet 
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Re Item V 

Reasoned statement under Rule 66.2(a)(ii) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: EP 0 360 387 A 
D2: EP 0 797 160 A 



2. Removing all its non-limiting features, the single independent claim 1 reads as 
follows: 

A product catalogue production system comprising a data storage means, 
said data storage means having a data structure. 

2.1 Document D1 , which appears to be the closed prior art to this claim discloses 
these features, see page 6, lines 4-16. Although document D1 does not refer to a 
product catalogue production system, it discloses all limiting features of claim 1, 
thus the subject-matter of claim 1 is not novel (Article 33(2) PCT). 

2.2 Even converting the non-limiting features of claim 1 into limiting, would not make it 
inventive (Article 33(3) PCT). Clearly, the data storage means of D1 is suitable 
"for storing product data in the form of product codes and associated product 
attribute data items", which is common knowledge to the person skilled in the art. 
Also in D1, a person skilled in the art "allows a plurality of product attribute data 
items to be associated with a product code", see page 6, lines 4-16. Furthermore, 
it is obvious to the person skilled in the art, "when a plurality of product attribute 
data items are associated with a given product code", that "said data structure 
structures the product data in the form of a plurality of product data records each 
including the given product code and an associated product attribute data item", 
which is also disclosed by D1 in the above pasage. 

2.3 A similar reasoning based on document D2 (page 2, lines 37-57, page 4, lines 1 5- 
24) would also show that the subject-matter of claim 1 is not novel (Article 33(2) 
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PCT), 

3. Dependent claims 2-14 do not contain any features which, in combination with the 
features of any claim to which they refer, meet the requirements of the PCT in 
respect of inventive step, the reasons being as follows: 

The subject-matter of these claims all seem to refer to normal design features 
well-known to the person skilled in the art. They all refer to the structuring of the 
data according to the needs and wishes of the designer, without the need to 
exercise inventive skill, where none of the features shows a surprising technical 
effect above document D1. 



Re Item VII 

Certain defects in the international application 

1 . The Independent claim is not in the two-part form in accordance with Rule 6.3(b) 
PCT, which in the present case would be appropriate, with those features known 
in combination from the prior art (document D1) being placed in a preamble (Rule 
6.3(b)(i) PCT) and with the remaining features being included in a characterising 
part (Rule 6.3(b)(ii) PCT). 

2. The features of the claims are not provided with reference signs placed in 
parentheses (Rule 6.2(b) PCT). 

3. Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1(a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
disclosed in the document D1 is not mentioned in the description, nor is this 
document identified therein. 

4. Claims 4, 6, 9, 11, 13 do not meet the requirements of Rule 6.4(a) PCT because 
multiple dependent claims may not be dependent on multiple dependent claims. 

5. Claims 15 and 16 do not meet the requirements of Rule 6.4(a) PCT because they 
refer to the description and drawings. 
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<PAGE> 
Re Item VIII 

Certain observations on the international application 

1 . Claims 1 , 1 1 do not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that the matter for 
which protection is sought is not clearly defined. The claims attempt to define the 
subject-matter in terms of the result to be achieved which merely amounts to a 
statement of the underlying problem, rather than stating the technical features 
necessary which achieve this result- 
In claim 1 , this refers to the phrase where "the data storage means has a data 

structure which allows ". It is not clear how the data structure allows a plurality 

of product attribute data items to be associated with a product code. 

Claim 1 1 contains a similar phrase to which the same objection applies. 

2. Claims 1 , 11 do further not meet the requirements of Article 6 PCT in that it is not 
clear how the "when-phrase" limits the scope of the claim. 



Form PCT/Separate Sheet/409 (Sheet 3) (EPO-April 1997) 




Claims 



tO/01869B 
CT™: 12 DEC 2001 



1- A product catalogue production system comprising data 
storage apparatus for storing data relating to a 
plurality of products, characterized in that said data is 
stored in a data structure comprising: a first data store 
where attributes of said plurality of products are each 
identified by an attribute code, and a second data store 
where each attribute of a given product of the plurality 
of products is recorded as a product record, each product 
record comprising a product identifier for said given 
product and one of the attribute codes from said first 
store, the total number of product records for a given 
product being equal to the number of product attributes 
possessed by said given product. 

2 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 1, wherein said product records comprise an 
attribute value, said attribute value being associated 
with the attribute code in a separate data record. 

3 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 1, wherein said plurality of product data records 
are stored in one storage table of a relational database. 

4 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 1, wherein said data storage apparatus further 
comprises a data store for storing product classification 
data in the form of classification data records 
associated with said product codes. 

5 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 4, wherein said product code/classification data 
association is a many- to-many association. 
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6 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 4, wherein said data storage apparatus further 
comprises a store for product structure data, whereby a 
set, of possible attributes is defined for a product 
falling within a product classification, and a data store 
for product structure control data, whereby a product 
structure is associated with a product classification. 

7. A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 6, wherein said product structure data is in the 
form of a plurality of product structure data records 
each including a product structure code and an associated 
product attribute control data item- 
s' A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 7, wherein said product data records include a 
field for storing an attribute control data item stored 
in an associated product structure record. 

9 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 4, wherein a classification data record comprises a 
pointer to a further classification data record, to 
define a relationship in a classification hierarchy. 

10. A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 9, wherein said pointer is a pointer to a parent 
classification data record. 
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11. A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 4, wherein said classification data records store 
classification data in the form of classification codes 
and. associated classification attribute data items, said 
data storage apparatus having a data structure allowing a 
plurality of classification attribute data items to be 
associated with a classification code, said data 
structure structuring the classification data, when a 
plurality of classification attribute data items are 
associated with a given classification code, in the form 
of a plurality of classification data records each 
including the given classification code and an associated 
classification attribute data item. 

12 - A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 11, wherein said plurality of classification data 
records are stored in one storage table of a relational 
database . 

13 . A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 11, wherein the classification attribute data item 
is an attribute code associated with an attribute value, 
and the attribute value is associated with the attribute 
code in a separate data record. 

14. A product catalogue production system according to 
claim 13, wherein the attribute values associated with a 
classification record in the data storage apparatus may 
also be associated with an otherwise unrelated product 
record, by means of said attribute code. 
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This International Search Report has been prepared by this International Searching Authority and Is transmitted to the applicant 
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This International Search Report consists of a total of 3 sheets. 

PC] It is also accompanied by a copy of each prior art document cited In this report. 
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PC] the text Is approved as submitted by the applicant. 
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PC] the text is approved as submitted by the applicant. 

□ the text has been established, according to Rule 38.2(b), by this Authority as it appears in Box 111. The applicant may, 
within one month from the date of mailing of this international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. The figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. J 

Pr| as suggested by the applicant. |^ None of the figures. 
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